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Student name: 

Focus:

· Explore Vietnamese cultural celebrations for Tết
· Design an original poster to reflect understanding of Tết celebrations using relevant cultural symbols/images and text


Tết shortened from Tết Nguyên Đán is the most important festival on the Vietnamese calendar, celebrating the new year. It follows the lunar calendar and usually occurs in late January/early February. Tết is believed to date back thousands of years when agriculture was established in Southeast Asia (Source: American Museum of Natural History). 

The traditions have evolved since that time. Tết initially began as a three-day festival, however, can be celebrated for nearly two weeks. While there are similarities to the way it is celebrated by Chinese people; like receiving money in red packets, setting off firecrackers, enjoying lion or dragon dances, visiting altars of ancestors to pay respects, there are also differences. Red and yellow are both considered lucky colours and many people dress in these colours as it is believed it will bring prosperity for the next year. Families purchase peach blossoms in Northern Vietnam or apricot blossoms in Southern Vietnam to welcome the spring weather and bring abundance for the new year.  


Activity: Design an original poster to go in the classroom or your home using words, lucky colours and symbols of prosperity for Tết. You could include lion or dragon dancers, red packets or fireworks. You can draw or use images from the internet to help you. 
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